
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I know it sounds exotic … BUT, it was pure 

ministry! 
 

PORTO 
 

We arrived in Porto at the request of Pastor Oleg 

to begin teaching our series on the Attributes of 

God. We spent Friday evening and all day 

Saturday teaching on the Attributes of Unity, 

Holiness, Wrath and Grace. A few of the ladies in 

the church mentioned that our teaching was ‘like 

a breath of fresh air’. More of the comments 

regarding our teaching can be found in a separate 

letter within this mailing. 
 

Pastor Oleg is the only pastor in his church and 

he is eager for any help to give corroboration of 

his teaching to his ‘flock’. He was very grateful 

that the supporters of EII would send us to 

strengthen his ‘flock’ with sound, deep biblical 

teaching. The entire church was amazed and 

appreciative that contributions from believers in 

America would be used to strengthen Russian 

speaking brothers and sisters halfway around the 

world. 
 

LAGOS 
 

The EII team went from the north of Portugal to 

the extreme southern city of Lagos to conduct a 

Parenting Conference. According to one of the 

leaders in the church this was the best conference 

we have done since ministering in southern 

Portugal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was very helpful to have Cecilie with us to 

bring practical parenting advice and helpful 

illustrations to the women. Because immigrant 

life requires both the husband and wife to work 

outside the home for ten to 12 hours a day, the 

challenge was to help parents think of ways to 

creatively apply the principles in their life 

situation (one option was to return to their homes 

in Ukraine where they could focus 100% of their 

time on the family but have no income because 

jobs are scarce and they live under the threat of 

war with Russia vs continuing to live in Portugal 

where they can make a living but have reduced 

time with the family). We completed the 

conference with the families convicted by the 

teaching from God’s Word and the desire to 

apply the principles to the best of their abilities 

for God’s glory. 

 

LISBON 

 

We went from north (Porto) to south (Lagos) 

before returning to the middle (Lisbon) of 

Portugal. In Lisbon we were able to do two 

conferences. Cecilie was one of the main speakers 

at a women’s conference that brought Russian 

speaking women from Porto, Lagos and Lisbon 

together for a weekend of fellowship and 

instruction on the Beauty of Being a Woman of 

God. She was asked to share her testimony which 

(based on the women’s comments made to our 

interpreter, Hleb) was a powerful, Scriptural 

statement to the women emphasizing the priority 

of family. She shared how the application of 

biblical principles shaped our family and that an 

orderly home is a prerequisite for ministry. 

 

After the women’s conference, we also continued 

our series in the Lisbon church on the Attributes 

of God. In two previous visits we had taught on 

the attributes of Unity, Holiness, Wrath, Grace, 
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Sovereignty and Independence. On this trip we 

continued with the Attributes of Spirituality and 

Omnipotence. The pastor (Yuri) and his flock 

expressed how much they look forward to our 

coming to teach on this topic and their 

appreciation for what they are learning about our 

God. 

 

PARIS 

 

The final leg on our three and ½ week journey 

was in Paris to the Russian speaking church 

called The Church of the Living Stones. They 

requested a conference on Prayer which we gave 

them over a four day period. While they 

expressed their appreciation for the teaching, the 

best comment was in a conversation overheard by 

our interpreter, Hleb, in which two men were 

sharing how the teaching was piercing their 

hearts and challenging them to be more active in 

prayer, worship and service. 

 

Having Cecilie with me in Paris was very helpful 

for the ministry. In a previous visit with me to 

conduct a Parenting conference at the Church of 

the Living Stones she developed a relationship 

with a young mother (Christine). On this trip 

Cecilie had a couple of opportunities to spend a 

fruitful time with Christine to discuss family 

issues and how to develop her spiritual life. 

 

I also had ministry opportunities outside the 

church. Slavic families are used to living with 

multiple family members in tight living 

conditions.  One of the families in the church was 

very eager to have us come for dinner after 

church on our final Sunday in Paris. This young 

couple (Vadim and Yulia) live with their two 

daughters in a two bedroom flat … which they 

also share with Yulia’s older sister and her 19 

year old daughter (Margo)! While Vadim and 

Yulia have embraced the Gospel, her sister and 

daughter have not. It was Vadim’s and Yulia’s 

hope that our coming for dinner would result in a 

Gospel sharing opportunity since a ‘prophet is 

not without honor EXCEPT in his own country!’ 

The dinner proved to be a fruitful opportunity for 

us to spend over an hour sharing the Gospel and 

answering questions with the commitment to 

continue the dialogue through emails. Please be 

praying for Margo and her mother to understand 

the difference between Catholicism and biblical 

faith, and to embrace the Gospel through faith 

alone. 

ON A PERSONAL NOTE 

 

This will be a busy summer … not only with a 

ministry trip to St. Petersburg and Minsk in 

July/August … but we will be welcoming our 7
th

 

grandchild (our 6th girl) before I leave in July. 

Additionally, our youngest child, Hunter, will be 

marrying his fiancé on August 22 just after I 

return! 

 

Thank you for your part in making it possible for 

us to go and minister God’s Word to His 

‘spiritually hungry’ people. 
 

FOR YOUR PRAYERFUL CONSIDERATION 
 

With God’s provision, through your giving our 

‘ministry’ partnership can be very productive work 

within the Slavic world. Please prayerfully consider 

partnering with me in 2015 for the following: 
 

 $6,000 (monthly) for EII’s (monthly) 

administrative costs. 

 $5,500 for my July/August trip to St. 

Petersburg and Minsk to speak at two 

camps.  

 $5,500 for my October trip to strengthen 

God’s Russian speaking churches in Eastern 

and Western Europe. 
 

Please rejoice with me in praise to the Lord for 

providing: 
 

 The funding that allowed the May ministry 

trip to Paris and Portugal. 

 

I pray the Lord will encourage you to share all of 

these opportunities with your friends and allow you 

to continue personally supporting my ministry. 
 

Soli Deo Gloria 
 

    Hal 

 

 


