
                                       September 2016 

The Yermakou Update 

Greetings, brothers and sisters, prayer warriors and supporters of our ministry! 

Below is a little update of the Yermakou life and ministry. 

It was a hot summer.  Literally. This was our first summer that we lived under the Iberian heat. It was 

most of the days that the temperature went higher than 100ºF. Yet, we were very blessed to be able to 

go to the ocean beach and enjoy the warm ocean water. The kids built their sand castles which was also 

a lot of fun for them. 

 

Two more weeks, and they will start their school again. An amazing thing that 

I have observed about them. They have started talking Portuguese to each 

other! In many ways they already speak more and better Portuguese than 

their parents! They are becoming real polyglots!  

 

Church in Albufeira 
The ministry in Albufeira goes on. Though my EII part of the ministry has taken me away a lot, the life in 

Albufeira goes on. I believe that my main job as a minister is to keep investing into the people we have, 

that there will be a time when I am no longer needed. Please pray for the Lord to raise up brothers and 

sisters who will be active in ministry and carry it on. 

In August we had a members’ meeting at the church. The church members had been asking for a time of 

sincere fellowship to discuss what was going good and what could be better. We had a very frank 

discussion about whether or not our church was becoming lukewarm or losing its first love. Though 

there were some unpleasant moments in this discussion, overall, I was glad we were able to seek God 

together and do what the Word wants us to do. 

In particular, one of the issues was how we pray and how we worship. Another issue was how we deal 

with children in the church. 

We have a small room and we do not have too many people to keep the chidren away during services. 

Besides, we are concerned that the children will need to be influenced by their parents and by the 



church at the same time. Therefore, it is our task to make sure the kids are in the service with their 

parents. 

I am hoping that I can use the teaching that I provided in our church to be used elsewhere as part of the 

ministry of EII. In particular, I have observed that other churches that we visit (namely, in Warsaw and in 

Barysau), seem to have similar problems like we do in Albufeira. 

To illustrate, let me tell you a story. Our 5-year-old Daminik was running a high temperature, and Sasha 

took him to a doctor. They had to wait in a line for about two hours, and it is never a pleasant 

experience. Daminik is known to be a pretty active boy. So sitting still does not come easy on him. But 

right before they were called in, Sasha realized that Daminik was behaving well and sitting still all that 

time. She attributed it to our policy in the church that the kids can and must sit still and listen to the 

Word of God. Of course, we realize, that we are not talking about regeneration, but at least, by staying 

still in the service, the kids let the Word of God dwell in them richly, and this is sure to bring forth fruit in 

the long run. 

Another big point of discussion was 

prayer in our personal lives and the 

life of the church. We still need to 

come to the same ground in 

understanding what prayer is and 

how we are to live a prayerful life. I 

believe I will need to focus on it in 

the weeks to come in my preaching 

ministry. Please, pray for wisdom 

and humility. 

Yana and I continue to practice live 

worship in the church vs. karaoke music.  

August Trip with EII to Belarus. Construction Project 

Travel 

This was a hard one. We spent three days on the way over, and then another four days on the way back. 

But even in journeys there are opportunities to serve the Lord.  

On the way over, we made a stop in Germany at the Bible Mission office. I have worked together with 

the Bible Mission as a translator for over 15 years now. But it was all done online, and I had never seen 

the people who do the everyday ministry there. It was now my great joy to meet in person with the 

Bible Mission field director for Eurasia Paul Hagelgans. We had wonderful time of fellowship and 

discussed what else we could do together. When I work with them, I normally translate testimonies 

from the field into English, so that the partners from the US can learn how the Lord is working in Europe 

and Asia. When I do it, the Lord ministers to my heart too.  



Another stop was made in Vilnius, Lithuania. We made friends with Julius Jonusas and Audrius 

Sinkievicius two years ago, and it is 

amazing how our big God is working 

in this small world. 

Audrius had been working with 

some missionaries in Portugal 

before. He even stayed in Albufeira 

and taught there. So Portugal is no 

small business to Pastor Audrius. 

On the other hand (I mentioned it 

in the previous newsletter), we 

have a Lithuanian lady Oksana who 

has started to come to our church. 

She is a seeker and wants to know 

the Lord, but she has not made her decision to follow Christ. Julius is a publisher and his ministry is to 

reach out to his fellow Lithuanians in their language. It was my great joy to purchase a John Piper book 

‘Don’t Waste Your Life’ translated into Lithuanian and present it to Oksana. God has a purpose for 

everything. 

As usual, when I travel in Belarus, I always make sure to meet with my friend and former disciple Sasha 

Savyankou. He and his wife Violet had just had a baby boy Ilya. Sasha had some good questions about 

how to transfer from being just a young man to a father. I will be glad to stay in touch with him and keep 

following up on his new ministry as a father and a husband to a young mother. 

 

Barysau  

This is how the parking lot at the church in 

Barysau looked like just a month ago. Lots of 

dirt, mainly clay. And when it rained (and it 

does rain a lot in Barysau), all the dirt was 

taken inside. This is why an American team 

from Scottsdale Bible Church, Cactus Campus 

responded to the invitation by Sergei 

Zhukouski to help pave the parking lot. The 

Barysau church could not do it on their own, 

mainly because they could not afford paying for the pavers. But the main thing was that ten Americans 

and more Belarusians were strengthened in their relationships with God and developed  interpersonal 

relationships. 

Pastors: Pat, Rick, Sergei, Hleb, Andrei  

What can better describe a missions trip 

than a picture next to the statue of a 

Communist dictator!  



 

Yours Truly was mainly an interpreter, but a few bricks also met my hands, as we all labored in making 

the parking lot look like it does now. Besides, I translated for Pat Sullivan when he preached on one 

Sunday, and the next Sunday, when the US team was gone, Sergei asked me to fill in for him, which I 

gladly did.  

 

I would like to say thank you so much, Pat Sullivan, Rick Holman, Bill Bruce, Gordon Snyder, Mike Broek, 

Clay Porter, Rob Todorowski, Deacon Hayes, Ray Segerman, Steve Fisher! You are amazing! And God is 

good!!! Now the church of Barysau can have the parking lot! On the last night (on Friday) the faithful 

workers were treated to a Belarusian barbecue for their efforts. Lots of friends made and in the words 

of a Sergei Zhukouski, pastor, "This parking lot has always been a dream but we knew only God could do 

it because we would not be able." As we lay our final bricks the rains came and we could see where 

puddles once formed and mud collected, a clean surface by which to enter the church. 

It was also a very meaningful time of encouragement for me to be with the second pastor in Barysau – 

Andrei Bartashevich. He and I went to school together when we grew up, and now we are in ministry 

together (though in different parts of the world). It is a very difficult part of his life (especially at work), 

and he just needed encouragement (which Encouragement International is called to provide). 

Porto 

I left Belarus on Monday, September 5, and came back home late Thursday night. Yana and I took a few 

train rides, a night in Vilnius, a 5-hour delay on our flight, which caused a detour and an extra night in 

Germany. Then we drove in France and had a flat tire, which would have been easy to fix if we had had a 

special wrench for one of the bolts (and we did not). It cost us another half day of travel and turned out 

to be expensive, because of the tow away service. The following day we drove all the way through Spain 

and finally made it home. 

Andrei and his daughter Sasha, Yana and I  New parking as of today  



But when we arrived, a pastor friend called and really asked to go to Porto (about 500 miles one way) to 

meet with Pastor Oleg who was having problems in his church. The situation was not an easy one. 

Because of some reasons (that I should better not describe in detail), there was a division in the church, 

and the reputation of the whole Union of Slavic churches in Portugal was at stake. 

So we were on the road again. Though it added two sleepless nights, it was a very fruitful visit. I am 

really glad that the Lord is at work when the four pastors got together to pray and find solution to the 

situation and heal broken relationships, yet keeping faithful to the truth of the Gospel. 

With Christian love, 

Hleb and Sasha Yermakou (and the eight) 

FOR YOUR PRAYERFUL CONSIDERATION  

 Please, keep praying for our faithfulness in the ministry both at the Albufeira church, and as a 

part of EII. 

 Thanks so much for your continued financial and prayer support. We do not take the Lord’s 

provision through you for granted! Please prayerfully consider partnering with us for the 

following:  

 $1,300 (monthly) for our monthly family expense shortage as we continue adjusting to living in 

Portugal 

 $10,000 (one time) for the van that is used both for family and ministry. We need to come up 

with a solution to it before March 2017 

 $2,000 (one time) for our residency permit for the year 2017 (due in December 2016) 

 $2,000 (one time) as I consider coming to the US in February-March 2017 

 If you are led to give toward our needs, you may send your tax-deductible contribution to:  

 

Encouragement International, Inc.  

PO Box 8524 Northridge, CA 91327  

(att. Hleb) 

Or,  

 through PayPal at: http://www.encouragementintl.com/donate/  

 

Get back with us by: 

email: hlebinator2000@gmail.com 

Facebook: Hleb Yermakou 

Phone/Viber/Whatsapp: +351960460577 

http://www.encouragementintl.com/donate/
mailto:hlebinator2000@gmail.com

