
                       October-november 2016 

Thanks-giving Newsletter from the Yermakou Family 

There is a lot to give thanks for! This fall was especially fruitful and productive! And while the Christmas 

s hopping craze is staring in America (and in Portugal), let us review what happened in October and 

November in our life and ministry. Let me share everything in the chronological order (WARNING! This 
newsletter may end up being very long, so bear with me, if you would, the last will not be the least!) 

Thankful for the Family 
October 14 marked 21 years 

s ince Sasha and I joined each 

other to walk the life together. 

And ever since then Sasha has 

been my faithful companion, 

and a helper suitable for me! 

Thank you, Lord, and thank you, 

Sas hulka! We had a wonderful 

celebration with exercise. We 

rented a tandem bike – very 

good way of showing how our 

one-flesh-one-team-tandem 
works . 

 

At the end of the anniversary day Sasha had a wonderful idea to have a poster board with a hand print 
of all of us in a form of the equation that Sasha + I = all of our kids! Here is what came out: 



 

Thankful for the Church in Warsaw 
My big friend in Warsaw Sasha invited Encouragement Intl to continue in ministry and asked us to give a 

s eminar on child rearing. Hal Hays and his wife Cecilie, and Pat Sullivan provided a great theoretical and 
practical input and shared their own family experience about raising children in the fear of the Lord. 

Als o, it was my first experience of teaching 

a lecture, not just translating for the 

lecturer. My message was on How to 

Wors hip with Children in Church. I gave the 

message that I first gave at our church in 

Albufeira. I received many nice 

compliments and follow up questions. A 

very s pecial time was for me to pray for all 
kids who were present at the s ervice. 

Pastor Sasha said that they have 15 adult 

members and 17 kids which is a great sign 

of a healthy growing church. They really 

have a future 

One of the ladies in the church Olga Kowalska 

as ked me for advice on how she can handle 

her teenage daughter.  Her situation is 

complicated by the fact that her husband is 

not a believer and only speaks Polish. We had 

a good conversation and I encouraged her to 

promote a friendship between her daughter 

Sandra and Sophia, Pastor Sasha’s daughter. 

Below is some feedback from Olga, pastor Sasha 

and s ome other members of the church in 
Warsaw: 

 

Thanks to the seminar on child rearing, I 
realized how great a responsibility the 
Lord is putting on me as a mother. First, 
raising them in the fear of the Lord, 
second, raise them in obedience to 
parents, and thirdly, to be submissive to Pastor Sasha, his wife Iryna, little Karolina and EII staff  

Praying with the kids  



my non-believing husband. On the third day of the 
seminar, as I walked to church, I got fearful that I 
would not handle this responsibility because I do 
not have enough strength and faith. But because 
of the prayer support of my brothers and sisters, I 
have peace now and realize that only God can help 
me. 
I already see some changes in my family. 

I read the Bible with my kids, though they are not always interested. But when they do, they alw
ays ask questions. We are praying that the Lord will change their father. And Daddy is changing. 
He has become more cooperative in disciplining our kids. Thank you so much for the seminar 
and for practical advice. God bless you!  

Olga Kowalska 
  
  
    We appreciate everything you did for 
our small church, for seminar.   During 
this seminar our young family was 
established more and more in what our 
parents told us and what they teach us 
in parenting. Thanks God for this unity 
in understanding the Scripture. For 
Denys was valuable the truth, that we 
have kids only for a short time. And the 
most important  thing we should teach 
them-is obedience to our God. For me 
it was the truth, that not  my words 
but  my life and my attitudes to people 
and circumstances mostly will shape 
and form my child. 

So, thank you one more time. This seminar was precious for us.         
Olena Diukov (and her husband Denys) 
  
  
We want to thank you Hal & Cecilie Hays,  Patrick Sullivan and Hleb Yermakou for all your work 
you do for God and your service for us. 
This seminar was a real blessing for our family. Because we as parents and Christians we want to 
bring up our children in the way the Bible teaches.  
We have heard a lot of information before, but after this particular seminar we have got clear 
and strong position on this essential topic.  
Also, we have already shared this information with our friends. 
The main principles for us are the following: 
• to begin early  
• to work with child's heart 
• parental example speaks louder than a thousand words   
• be consistent. It allows children to develop trust in us as parents and in our instructions  
• parents should agree on the methods they use in raising children 
• negative reinforcement should be applied with love and parents should have their emotions 
under control. 
Also every evening Arthur reminds himself Pat's words that "the work begins at home when you 
come back home from work". 
We are looking forward to our next meeting.  
May God abundantly bless you and your families. 
Arthur, Natalie & little Emilie DERKACH 
  

Praying over Olga Kowalska  



This was the third seminar that EII had in our church in Warsaw. We thank the Lord for your 
work. I need to mention that this event (especially the child rearing seminar) had a very strong 
impact on our church as a whole and on each person in particular. The church received quality 
spiritual food, and it was a good opportunity to minister to our friends, both believers and non-
believers. There are some people who were still unsure which church to attend after we started a 
new church. The seminar helped them make a final decision to stick with our church. Praise the 
Lord! 
As I talk with our congregation, I see that the people are starting to change their approach to 
raising children. They were very impressed with such teaching as consistency, unity between the 
two parents, responsibility of both parents before the Lord. We are really looking forward to 
your next visit! 
Sasha Illyn, Pastor 
 

Thankful for the Church in Barysau and Minsk 
While Hal and Cecilie and Pat spent some 

time in Kiev and Prague, I landed in 

Barys au and used three extra days as a 

wonderful opportunity to spend time with 

my mom who is 81. It was a good help to 

her to help carry the crops from the garden 

and trim the trees . 

I also used this time to meet with my 

friends who both come from my home 

town of Barysau – Andrei Bartashevich and 

Sas ha Savyankou. It is also encouraging to 

talk and pray together and encourage one 
another.  

On October29 we celebrated Reformation 

Day. For the past six years, the church in 

Barys au hosts an annual Reformation 

conference, and Hal Hays has been 

invited to participate ever since 2012. 

Hal’s message was on the gifts of the 

Holy Spirit. He was also interviewed to 

s hare a part of his own testimony. It 

raised a lot of great questions, and the 

Barys au church is considering to invite 

EII to let Hal expand on this topic in 
greater detail. 



The ministry in Barysau continued. The next week I addressed the children ministry staff of the Barysau 

church, Hal met with the leadership team, and Cecilie 

met with ladies sharing her experience of how to 

minister with other women and children in the family 
and in the church. 

In addition to that we participated in the church 

s ervice in Minsk, and led a marriage seminar in another 

church in Minsk. Many of our friends who used to be in 

Generation ministry, are now a part of this  

Res urrection church. It is also a very young and a very 

dynamic church with many young families. Therefore, 
the marriage seminar was very appropriate. 

 Thankful for the Church in Druisk  
For five years it has been my great joy to be on the 

s ame team with Harvest Christian Fellowship church 

in Richmond area, VA. Pastor Joel led a team which 

has ministered to me personally, as well as to pastor 

Nick in a small church of Druisk in the remote part of 

Belarus, and his church. This fall we all (both 

Americans, Belarusians and this translator who 

moved to Portugal) continued reaching out to both 
believers and non-believers there.  

My favorite part is sitting around the table and 

hearing from the Word of God, sharing 

wonderful doctrines of grace with the Belarusian 

believers. This week was amazingly spent in sweet 

wors hip to our Lord, in the warm fellowship with 

believers and meaningful conversations with non-
believers. 

Let me s hare one story. Normally, when you talk to a stranger about the Gospel, they are not always 

interested. And even if they are, they usually 

prefer to politely end the conversation. Many 

times , after we presented the Gospel to people 

in Druisk, we heard the words, ‘Yea, it’s clear’. 

What it really meant, they did not understand or 

accept the message. They just wanted us to leave 

s oon. This trip, we had a different visit. Three 

Americans, and two translators visited a lady by 

Sweet fellowship of HCF and the church in 

Druis k after the church service where Natasha 
professed faith in Jesus  

Pastor Joel preaching the Gospel  

Study time. We are learning more about 

what it means to be a disciple  

At Natasha’s house  



the name Natasha, who seemed to be a genuine 

s eeker. She had had severe problems with alcohol, 

but s he seemed to have overcome them. Yet, she 

was under a Catholic understanding of salvation. 

When I personally talked to her about salvation by 

faith alone, she said, ‘I am confused, I don’t 

understand’. I tried to explain more, and then 

others  on our team gave more verses and tried to 

assure her about the truth of s alvation by faith. She 

kept s aying that she was confused and we ‘totally 

confus ed’ her. But she was friendly and said she 

would check out the church on Sunday. After we 

left her home, I told the Americans, ‘It is 

interesting that when they say everything is clear, it normally means nothing is clear, and when Natasha 

s aid she was confused, I am sure the Gospel is starting to click’. Natasha did come on Sunday. And when 

the Gos pel call was given, she came forward to pray and said she wanted to receive Christ. It looks like 
s he was now ‘less confused’. What a wonderful opportunity to witness somebody’s salvation!!!! 

On a s ide note, it was good to see some big snow early in November, but I was very glad to come back 

to warm Portugal. God was good on us. One snowy slippery night He spared us from a serious collision 

with two deer on the road, we were only slightly ditched (literally), but safe, and even the car was not 

damaged! Praise the Lord! 

Thankful for the Church in Albufeira 
I came back on November 15. It was exactly a year before, that our whole family came to Portugal. So, 

November marked one year since we have been here. 

On November 27, our church in Albufeira celebrated a very special event. Pastor Alex Guwa came from 

Germany and Hal Hays came from the US to lay hands on me and ordain 

me as the official pastor of the Slavic Baptist church in Albufeira. What a 

s olemn and glorious momen! 

It was a celebration of the Lord calling and leading us to this point. And 

the Lord who definitely has a sense of humor, prepared a great way of 
reminder, what happened on this day. 

Three days before the ordination a couple from our church drove behind 

a truck and took a picture of it. With the picture, they sent me this 

message: 

Then we had an 

ordination service. It 

was solemn and 

wors hipful, Hal Hays gave a great message on John 

21, about a call to the pastors, and about love 

towards  God. He also gave a few illustrations about 

the s heep.  

After the s ervice, when we came back, our daughter 

noticed the dog was barking like crazy. Our daughter 

rus hed into the tool shack and found a little lamb 

who went astray from its flock. We gave the little 

Belarus really feels cold after a year in 

Portugal, but beautiful, none the less! 

They wrote: Good 

morning, pastor, do you 
recognize us?  

Sas ha and the lamb that once was lost but 

now found!  



lamb to the s hepherd. It was feeling miserable (like a sheep without a shepherd), and it reminded me 
about the s olemn task I have officially been ordained to do now. 

Join with us in celebrating it!  

 

Hleb and Sasha Yermakou (and the church in Albufeira) 

FOR YOUR PRAYERFUL CONSIDERATION  

 Please, keep praying for our faithfulness in the ministry both at the Albufeira church, and as a 

part of EII. 

 Thanks so much for your continued financial and prayer support. We do not take the Lord ’s 

provision through you for granted! Please prayerfully consider partnering with us for the 

following:  

 $1,300 (monthly) for our monthly family expense shortage as we continue adjusting to living in 

Portugal 

 $10,000 (one time) for the van that is used both for family and ministry. We need to come up 

with a s olution to it before March 2017 

 $1,500 (one time) for our residency permit for the year 2017 (due in December 2016)  

 $1,500 (one time) as I consider coming to the US in February-March 2017 

 If you are led to give toward our needs, you may send your tax-deductible contribution to:  

 

Encouragement International, Inc.  

PO Box 8524 Northridge, CA 91327  
(att. Hleb) 

 through PayPal at: http://www.encouragementintl.com/donate/  

Get back with us by: 
email: hlebinator2000@gmail.com 

Facebook: Hleb Yermakou 

Phone/Viber/Whatsapp: +351960460577 

Barys ’ first translation experience from upfront  

http://www.encouragementintl.com/donate/
mailto:hlebinator2000@gmail.com

