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The Yermakou Update 

Greetings, brothers and sisters, prayer warriors and supporters of our ministry! 

Below is a little update of the Yermakou ministry. 

It has been nine months since we came to Portugal to live. Time flies! We have 

now all become official residents of the country. Yahor has started work at a 

café. Yana, Mark, and  Yolanta 

successfully transferred to the 

next grade in school (where all 

subjects are in Portuguese!!!) 

These three successful 

students were glad to be 

treated to a special dinner.  

Radek has graduated from the 

kindergarten, and in 

September he will be going to 

the first grade. Felicitações, finalistas! 

Summer camp in Portugal 
 My ministry started with a camp. It was back in 1998, when we first started doing English Camps. For 

ten years, it was my pleasure to manage, run, lead 

camps. In 2016 the Lord put me into a different blessed 

position in the children’s camp in Sintra, Portugal. I 

believe, the picture is self-explanatory.  

Actually, this camp was a trial run. It was the first time 

that the young Christians from Slavic churches of 

Portugal were actual leaders in the camp. (My other 

side responsibility was to be on the side of the young 

leaders and help them or correct them if they needed 

correction). 



One other joy of this camp was that our son Barys also played a leading role as a co-MC. The theme of 

the camp was ‘Next Level’, so the MCs were SuperMario and Princess Peach.

\ 

Church in Albufeira 
My main ministry remains the pastoral ministry in the Slavic Evangelical Church in Albufeira. Besides 

regular preaching and teaching ministry, there is a lot of ministry that is going one-on-one. There are 

always things happening when you want to say thank you, Lord. But there are also other things that 

happen, when it is difficult to be thankful. There are a few counseling issues that our church members 

have to deal with, and I need to bring both encouragement and consolation, and sometimes, some 

rebuke. Please, pray for Andrei, one of the key men in the church. His wife took the kids and left for 

Ukraine, saying they were only going for a vacation. But then, all of a sudden, she said she was not 

coming back, leaving Andrei alone, wondering what to do. Andrei’s wife is a non-believer, and we 

cannot practice church discipline on her. Please, pray for Andrei, his wife and two kids. 

On a different note, in the summer, we had a few additions to our church. In the previous newsletter I 

share about Irina, who ‘happened’ to call me on the phone the first day we arrived in Portugal. One day 

she met a young man Valery, who just came to Albufeira, and told him, that if he was looking for a 

church, our church was the best to go to. And though both o them come from a different denomination, 

Irina said she was so ministered to by the message of the Word that she heard in our church, that her 

love to God became much stronger. 

There are two more ladies who have 

started to come to the church. Both have 

some troubled family situations. Please, 

pray for the follow up work with them. 

They have small children, and we believe it 

is a good ministry to both the moms and 

the kids. Both ladies’ name is Oksana, 

though one comes from Moldova, and the 

other is from Lithuania. They are very open 

to the teaching of the Word.  Please, pray 

for the reviving action of the Holy Spirit in 

their lives. My wife Sasha has assumed the ladies’ ministry in the church. It is a very difficult task, 

because the ladies in the church have different backgrounds, and different desire to study the Bible. Yet, 

we believe, that it is a very important ministry that will help not only to encourage the Christian ladies, 

but also possibly, reach out to their non-Christian family members. Sister Nastya just got a baby 

granddaughter, and Sasha encouraged other sisters to make a ‘diaper-cake’ for the baby shower. 

Baby shower:Nastya, Sasha, Anette, 

Natasha, Oksana of Moldova 



Up till this point we mostly used 

Karaoke type worship, but now our 

daughter Yana joined me in playing 

the music live on the keyboard, so 

we can worship the Lord with 

voices and musical instruments. 

Pray  that Yana’s enthusiasm will 

not grow weary. 

 

 

 

July Trip with EII to Poland and Belarus 
Hal Hays and I spent some 

two weeks on the trip to 

Warsaw, Poland and a few 

places in Belarus. 

In Warsaw we gave a seminar 

on the Victory in Christ. We 

continued the acquaintance 

with Sasha and Iryna llyin. 

Since our last visit to Poland 

in October 2015, they started 

a new church plant in April 

2016. Their core is three 

families, but they have a lot of young Ukrainians who are still a part of the Baptist church downtown 

Warsaw. 

Sasha had to leave early. 

But he came to the first 

night, when Hal taught on 

the Victory over Satan. 

Sasha shared a great 

illustration on how we can 

deal with Satan by not 

fearing him, but rather, by 

having proper respect to 

him as a strong villain. 

Sasha remembered his 

conversation with an 

electrician who did the 

wiring in many places. He 

asked him if he was afraid 

of electricity. The friend 

replied that if he had been afraid of electricity, he would not have had this job. But, he said, I have a 

respect to it. 

The Illin Family and Hal and I 



We met with the family of Arthur and Natasha Derkach. They are relatively new in Poland, and, though 

they went to church back in Ukraine, their main growth is happening now, that they become more 

active in the leadership role in the church. 

Natasha was very interested in having Cecilie 

Hays minister to the ladies in the church. Arthur 

is a young leader who had a lot of questions. 

Because of the seminar, many of these questions 

were answered. He said he realized how to deal 

with the battle against flesh and the world. 

There are a number of very young believers, who 

came to the seminar on the Victory in Christ. They were asking lots of questions about salvation and 

practical ways of how one can resist evil forces (Satan, the world and the flesh). Many of them thanked 

Hal and Hleb for coming to Warsaw and giving these seminars. 

One of big problems (a very good problem to have) in this new church plant is there are a lot of young 

families with small children. Therefore, they asked to give a seminar on raising children, and especially 

how to deal with little children in the context of a small church. 

Minsk 

This was the first English Camp that EII helped organize. Before, when I was involved with high school 

ministry, Hal brought teams of high school/college students to do follow up and leadership training, but 

never grass root evangelism. This time, it was an evangelistic endeavor, where English was used as a 

means of inviting young non-believers to the camp, and then using this opportunity to share the Gospel. 

The unique thing about this project was, 

that, though both Hal and I were prepared 

to actively participate in the camp activities 

through teaching English, preaching or 

leading worship, the rest of the EII’s 

American team, as well as the team from 

the New Covenant church in Minsk ‘covered 

all bases’, leaving Hal and I do more of the 

coaching. Hal coached the US team, and I 

was able to make initial plans with Sergei 

and Valery for future camps. 

This does not mean that Hal and I were left 

without any teaching/translation opportunities. Hal taught on the substitutionary sacrifice that Jesus 

made on the cross, and I translated. 

I also had some follow up meetings with the friends who stayed in ministry in Belarus. In particular, I 

met with Sasha Saviankou, who is now in charge of the student ministry in Minsk. We first met 16 years 



ago, when Sasha was 13 and had just become a Christian. It was in another camp where Sasha was a 

student, and I was an interpreter and a leader. When Sasha was in college, I discipled him for a number 

of years. Sasha is now married and he and his wife Violette are about to have a baby. In fact, Sasha was 

instrumental in helping to find that particular camp where ESL was held. 

A young lady by the 

name Darya was 

asked to help in the 

ESL camp as an 

interpreter. She is not 

a believer, therefore 

Sergei specifically 

asked EII people to try 

and share the Gospel 

with her. There were 

some conversations 

which did not go very 

much into depth. But 

one day, at lunch, 

Darya asked, ‘Why are 

all Christian ESL camps 

so much alike? I have 

been to another 

English camp held by a 

group called 

Generation, when I 

was in high school, and 

the program seems 

very similar’.  I said, 

‘Really’? Just by accident, I happened to have pictures from 2005 ‘Generation’ English Camp in which I 

was the director. While Darya and I looked through the pictures and found lots of her classmates and 

acquaintances, we finally found her picture from 11 years ago. That led us to a more meaningful 

discussion on what it means to be a Christian, why there are so many different churches and 

denominations, why we say that the Bible is the only true authority etc. She acted like a criminal 

journalist, doing her research. For a few days we had a very serious discussion, and when we said good 

bye, I shared my testimony and challenged her to consider how she would deal with Jesus Christ. She 

said that she is much more interested in studying the Bible. It is amazing, that 11 years ago, when she 

came to Generation camp, she tried to avoid any mentioning of religion and tried to escape all Christian 

events. And now she came to the ESL camp and did her ‘research’. 

Barysau  

The church in Barysau had their youth picnic on the 

river side. They camped in tents for two nights. The 

theme for the retreat was ‘Purity’. Hal was asked to 

give two talks, one on purity in general, and one more 

on a Christian view of LGBT. On the second night Hal 

did not see that he went overtime. When he asked 

Maryna (a former Bible College student who is a part 

Darya in 2005 Generation Camp 

Darya in 2016 Engslish Camp 



of this church) whether it was too long, she 

said she felt like it was not long enough, 

she was ready for more. 

It was a Baptism Sunday for Barysau 

church. Hal was asked to preach on a topic 

pertaining to the baptism. Yours Truly was 

a humble translator. Hal preached on 

Mathew 25, the Parable of the Talents (or, 

the Parable on the Waisted Opportunities).  

It was also very touching for me personally 

to be greeted by many older ladies who 

said they were praying for us in Portugal, 

and were glad to see me. The church in 

Barysau (the city I was born in) prays for 

our ministry in Portugal, and we are very 

grateful for it. 

The church in Barysau are getting ready for 

Pat Sullivan bring a team of construction 

workers on behalf of EII. Hal and were able 

to help with some arrangements for this 

trip while the US team and the church in 

Barysau are getting ready for it.  

Brest 

In 2007, one of Hal’s former students from the 

Bible College, Valery Beza, invited him to come 

to his church in a small town of Slonim. I was 

glad to bring him there and translate for him. 

During that short trip to Slonim Hal taught 

about the peculiarities of the Eastern Orthodox 

religion. Valery’s brother-in-law Igar, who was 

only 21 at the time, was present there. In 2016, 

Igar, who just completed a course in practical 

ministry and theology, started a new church in 

his home city of Brest. He remembered that 

meeting in Slonim nine years ago and thought that a seminar like that would be beneficial for himself 

and his church members who are reaching out 

to the community, predominantly Orthodox. He 

got in touch with Hleb and we agreed to give a 

seminar on comparative religions. 

It was interesting to see many young people at 

the seminar. They asked a lot of questions on 

how to deal with the differences of religions in 

light of the Gospel according to the Bible. Many 

people came after the seminar and thanked Hal 

and Hleb for coming and sharing. 

Igar in 2007 



It is interesting that Igar of Brest and Sasha of Warsaw were classmates in the school of preaching that 

they both attended. They made good friends in class. Now they have the same ministry partner in their 

local communities in the person of EII.  

Igar asked Hal to consider starting a TMAI school in Belarus, namely, in Brest for prospective young 

ministers. 

 

FOR YOUR PRAYERFUL CONSIDERATION  

 Please, keep praying for our faithfulness in the ministry both at the Albufeira church, and as a 

part of EII. 

 Thanks so much for your continued financial and prayer support. We do not take the Lord’s 

provision through you for granted! Please prayerfully consider partnering with us for the 

following:  

 $1,300 (monthly) for our monthly family expense shortage as we continue adjusting to living in 

Portugal 

 $2,000 (one time) for our residency permit for the year 2017 (due in December 2016) 

 $2,000 (one time) as I consider coming to the US in February-March 2017 

 If you are led to give toward our needs, you may send your tax-deductible contribution to:  

 

Encouragement International, Inc.  

PO Box 8524 Northridge, CA 91327  

(att. Hleb) 

Or,  

 through PayPal at: http://www.encouragementintl.com/donate/  

http://www.encouragementintl.com/donate/

