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AUSTRALIA 

We have just completed a fruitful trip to Russian speaking communities in 

Australia!  Thank you for making this pioneering work for EII possible.   

We began our ministry in Brisbane where Emil Rahimov, pastor of the 

Brisbane Slavic Baptist Church, took us away to a Baptist Conference retreat 

center in the mountains. There we did a family camp from Friday through 

Monday … Monday was a national holiday celebrating the Queen’s birthday!  

The camp was well attended and had an international ‘flavor’ (photos of the 

camp can be seen by going to Facebook and searching for ‘Brisbane Slavic Baptist 

church’). The Russian speaking congregation was joined by a Romanian 

church to be taught from God’s Word by Americans. Pat was able to share 

about his Timothy discipleship program as well as teach on 1 Peter 3:7 and 

Cecilie led a women’s group on Titus 2. I had 3 opportunities to speak on 

Marriage as well as preach on Romans 5:1-11. Emil had this to say about our 

visit:  

To all the supporters of Encouragement International. Thank you for enabling 

Hal, Cecile and Pat to visit and minister to the Slavic Church in Brisbane. The 

combination of solid teaching from the Word, wealth of pastoral experience, down to 

earth style- made their ministry invaluable. Our people were spiritually enriched and 

encouraged to get to the Word of God and to the God of the Word. We are looking 

forward to further cooperation in His harvest to enable us to carry on with the 

ministry the Lord called.  May Lord bless you  Emil Rahimov, Pastor of the 

Brisbane Church. 

After completing our ministry in Brisbane, we were off for ministry to the 

Russian speaking church in Melbourne pastored by Alexander Puzanov. Once 

again, our topic was the family in a weekend conference at the church. I 

opened the conference Friday night as I did in Brisbane focusing on I 

Corinthians 10:31. Saturday morning Pat once again did a terrific job with 1 

Peter 3:7 to the men while Cecilie led the women in the practical application of 

Titus 2. When we took our first break, the men waited for over a half hour 

because the women would not allow Cecilie to end her discussion! After 

everyone took a break, I completed the conference with an exposition of 

Ephesians 5:22-31 emphasizing agape love, what mutual submission looks 

like and humility. Pat and I then completed the conference with a Q&A on a 

variety of topics. On Sunday I preached from Romans 5:1-11 and then we 

enjoyed a wonderful church potluck.  During our discussion with the people I was amazed to learn that many of the men 

were ‘convicted’ from God’s Word by Pat and me. The wives of several men came to church on Sunday to tell Cecilie that 

their husbands were deferring preferential choices in the home to their wife! Alexander had this to say about our ministry: 

Greetings dear brothers and sisters in Christ. We, church leaders, members and church as whole give thanks and praise to 

the Lord for the service of brothers Hal and Pat and dear sister Cecil in our Melbourne Slavic Baptist Church 'Hope'.  We were 

richly blessed by the abundant spiritual food and fellowship that gives strength in our Lord Jesus Christ.  We would like to 

express our heartfelt thank you to everyone that participated in organizing the visit to our church. May God bless you and 

your church.  We hope that we will get another chance to worship, praise and grow in the knowledge of our Lord and His 

holy word together.   With a grateful heart and in prayer, Pastor Alexander Puzanov. 

SHEPHERDS CONFERENCE 
 

Shepherds Conference 2018 is scheduled for 

March 7-9. It is never too soon to begin 

preparations for bringing 20 Slavic pastors to 

participate in the conference. The sooner we 

begin raising the $25,000 needed to bring 

them, the better they will be able to secure 

their visa by December 31, 2017 in order to 

ensure the best rates for air travel in March 

2018. Please prayerfully consider a 

designated gift now for their participation – 

to date we have raised $1,100. 
 

Thank you for your generous support last 

year which enabled 26 pastors to attend.  

 

 
1 Pastor Emil with Pat, Cecilie and me 
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We rejoice in the fruitful ministry among our Slavic brothers and sisters 

in Australia and along with them send a heartfelt ‘thank you’ to you for 

making the trip possible with your support. They are already planning 

for us to return in October 2018! Both Emil and Alexander have 

expressed a desire to attend the Shepherds Conference next March. 

Please be praying for the funds that will enable them to attend for their 

own spiritual enrichment and ministry refinement. 

FOR YOUR PRAYERFUL CONSIDERATION 
 

Thank you for your continued financial and prayer support. We do not 

take the Lord’s provision through you for granted! Please prayerfully 

consider partnering with EII in 2017 for the following: 

• $1,500 to cover the shortfall of the STM to Belarus last July 

(two team members were only partially funded for this fruitful ESL camp) 

• $6,000 (monthly) for EII’s ongoing administrative costs (this is always a challenge). 

• $3,500 more ($4,000 has already been committed) for the Expositors Conference in Warsaw November 8- 20, 2017 
(prayerfully the first of other such conferences in the Slavic world). 

• If you are led to give toward our needs, you may send your tax-deductible contribution to: 

o Encouragement International, Inc. PO Box 8524 Northridge, CA 91327   

o Through PayPal at: www.encouragementintl.com  

o Through purchases using Amazon Smile. 
 

We love hearing from you! Do you have questions 

regarding our reporting of events on the field? Never 

hesitate to contact us by phone (818-772-1177) or email 

(encouragementinternational@gmail.com).              

 Soli Deo Gloria   

Hal Hays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 The Melbourne pastors with Pat, Cecilie and me 

 

 
3             The camp with the Romanians and                 

                  Brisbane Slavic Baptist Church 
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