
 

 

ENCOURAGED BY GOD, ENCOURAGING OTHERS 

 

We left Belarus on 11.11 (actually, left Minsk about 11 
am). It was a tough thing to get ten people through the 
border into Lithuania, and then, through the airport secu-
rity. A curious thing happened when we tried to come of 
the aircraft in Bremen, Germany. We had ten people 
(including five small children) and ten carry on items. It 
took us some time to exit the plane, and when we came 
to the terminal (with all the kids and bags), the door was 
closed, and we could not go through. God took care of us 
by sending a Russian speaking angel (a clerk in Bremen 
airport), who helped us through. We spent some wonder-
ful time in Germany with Alex and Anette Guwa and their 
kids. (Alex was the pastor in Albufeira. It was him who in-
vited us to come here and take up the ministry he did for 
almost ten years. We were ready to leave, but scarcely 
had we left Alex’ house, something happened with the 
van and the gears would not change. We took the vehicle  
to the shop and the mechanic said it was good it hap-
pened in Germany, and not in France or Spain.  
 
Speaking of France, it was exactly that day, when a terror 
attack happened in Paris. It struck the same time we 
would have been driving through Paris. Who knows, the 
Lord may have sent His angel again to break that little 
thing in the car and save us? 
 
We spent the next two days driving through France and 
Spain, and only arrived at our new place at about 2 
o’clock Monday morning November 16. 
 
Thank you Lord for bringing us all across Europe safely. 
The new stage in life began! 

Olá de Portugal! 
FIRST MONTH IN THE NEW COUNTRY 

It has been a month since we came to Albufeira! The Lord has been 
very gracious with us. We made it safely (in just five days). Our trip 
was eventful but successful! 

 Stopping on the way to Portugal in Vilnius, 
we found the Portuguese Rooster (Galo do 
Porto) 

 First experience on the plane for Radek and 
Daminik 

 Alex solemnly transfers the keys to the 
Church. 



 

 

 

Our new home is a little away from Albufeira. We live in a wonderful little country house just big 
enough to host our family. It is quite different from Belarus. Well, we are pretty happy it does not 
ever get below freezing, and we really enjoy being able to breath the ocean air. Our joke these 
days is that we need to decorate our Christmas palm tree for the holidays.  
 
We are making our first steps to settle in Portugal. We came just early enough to enroll the kids 
into the school a week before Christmas break. So, now the school children are getting used to 
their Portugal school and have started learning some Portuguese. Enrolling them into the school 
pushed me to start speaking Portuguese (at least, the little language that I have). The staff of 
the school were very nice to us, yet, they would have not admitted they knew any English or 
French or Russian. It was only after we were fully enrolled, they admitted they were able to 
communicate in English. But before then, I had to mobilize all my knowledge of Portuguese. 
Well, the kids are now in school, which means, we managed communication well enough. 

ALGARVE, OUR NEW HOME 

 Cold winter day  November 16, 2am. Just arrived at our new home. Tired... 

 Mark and Alherd. Our yard  Da Boyzzz 

 Albufeira. Our first date in Portugal.  Yolanta, Portuguese second grader 



 

 

 

OUR NEW CHURCH 

The church in Albufeira is  not big . In fact, you do not expect a church composed of immigrants to be big. Also, this church 
has some issues, like all bodies, composed of sinners, of who I am the first. There are people with addictions, there are 
people who have trouble controlling their temper, there are workaholics who take up too many jobs and then cannot  find 
time for God and His church.  
 
Yet, it is a body of redeemed sinners who want to worship the Lord. Many of them are true seekers who have their genuine 
questions, and seek answers from the Bible.  
 
I have a team of three wonderful men: Vladimir, Andriy and Sasha. They all came to Christ in Albufeira, and Alex Guwa was 
instrumental in leading them to faith.  
 
At the moment, my responsibilities include: preaching on Sundays, leading a Bible study on Wednesdays, leading an evan-
gelistic group in the town of Silves (about 20 miles from Albufeira), and meeting one-on-one with individual people for coun-
seling and/or discipleship. Besides, the church is very much involved in the ministry of a charitable association ‘Hand of 
Hope’. Vladimir is the director of the Association in Portugal. Alex Guwa leads the association from Germany.  
 
Please, pray for the church to grow as a body. Not just in numbers, but more in knowing Christ, in unity and in maturity. 

 Wednesday night Bible study 
 Sasha is reading a chapter from Mathew as part of the 
worship service 

 Preaching on Ephesians 4:11-16  Worship time 

 Andriy is leading worship 
 Vladimir and Natasha (and their youngest Diana) 



 

 

 

PLEASE PRAY 

 For our residency paperwork. I am scheduled to go to the Migration Office on 
December 22. After I have obtained my residency, we will file for reunification of 
the family, so that Sasha and Yahor and the rest of the kids will have their 
residency approved. Pray for our wisdom and humility, and for the good favor of 
those in power, who will make those decisions 

 For my ministry as a missionary/pastor. Pray for wisdom and humility. Pray for 
good time management, so I do not get sucked into the tyranny of the urgent. 
Pray for the discernment as I deliver the Word of God to the people of God. 

 For Yahor’s job. Until he has his residency done, he will not be able to apply for a 
decent paying job. Yet, pray for his persistence and trust to the Lord 

 For the rest of the kids to adjust to the new culture and schools. They need to 
learn Portuguese and the rest of the subjects (in Portuguese). It is not easy. Pray 
they will not lose heart. 

 For God to provide both for our living expenses (monthly support) and standby 
expenses (one time provision for settling in). Pray there are enough people and/
or organizations to contribute. If you feel led to contribute by monthly gifts or 
make a one-time donation, write back or go to  

 https://www.youcaring.com/hleb-yermakou-380137  

     to make a donation online. You can also find instructions there. Also, if you have       
any questions, write me back on Facebook, Skype or hlebinator2000@gmail.com  

Hleb, Sasha, Yahor, Barys, Yana, Mark, Yolanta, Radek, DaminikHleb, Sasha, Yahor, Barys, Yana, Mark, Yolanta, Radek, Daminik, , Alherd Alherd   

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
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