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PRAGUE, WARSAW, BORISOV AND PORTO

Our focus this trip was on the Russian speakers in the countries of the Czech Republic, Poland, Belarus and Portugal. 

We had an excellent turnout where we ministered to almost 1,000 people. Although we are well known in Prague, 

Borisov and Porto, it was our first time ministering in Warsaw. 

In Prague and Warsaw Pat Sullivan and I did a three night series on 

The Church. We took turns teaching on such subjects as: The 

Definition of the Church, Why We Have Church, How to Develop 

a Vision for the Local Church, Why Jesus Did Not Explain How the 

Church Would Be Organized and Run, How to Select Ministries 

For the Church to Do, The Structure of the Church with Its Gifted 

Leaders as well as doing Q&A. It was especially gratifying in 

Warsaw after preaching on The Need For Expository Preaching 

to have a woman tell me she was calling her son (a pastor in 

Ukraine) to tell him to begin preaching verse by verse!   

Our time in Warsaw was very sobering. Outside the church as well 

as our hotel were inscriptions in the sidewalk marking the extent of 

the ghetto wall erected by the Nazi’s during WWII. During this 

war, one-third of Warsaw’s 1.2 million inhabitants were ‘herded’ 

into a 2x1.5 sq. km area known as the ghetto simply for being Jewish. All lost their lives between 1940 between 1943. 

Only 900 of the remaining, 800,000 non-Jewish inhabitants survived the Nazi persecution by the time the war ended. 

It’s a sobering reminder of what could be awaiting Christians in the present day. 

 

 

We received disappointing news on our last day in Warsaw when Pat told me that the pain in his knees was unbearable. 

As a result, he came home from the trip a 1 ½ weeks early because he could no longer tolerate the pain from walking. 

His orthopedic surgeon was able to schedule the first knee surgery on Thanksgiving Eve with the 2nd surgery 

scheduled in January. This will eliminate his trip with me in January but the success of the surgeries will mean fruitful 

and pain-free ministry trips for him in the future. Please pray for Pat’s speedy recovery from both surgeries. 

 

In Borisov, Belarus. I was one of the main speakers in what has become known as the Sola’s Conference. However, since 

over the previous five years we have preached on all of the Five Sola’s of the Reformation, the conference theme this year 

was Transformational Grace. My message was an overview of Transformational Grace, examining the three areas 

influenced by God’s transforming work: justification, sanctification and glorification.  

The Saturday conference attracted over 150 people, mostly 20 to 35 year olds and some from churches influenced by the 

seeker sensitive church movement seeking to be influenced by expositional preaching! Many thanked me for coming 

because it is an encouragement to know that someone from the American church cares about their spiritual welfare. 
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Monday through Wednesday were spent conducting a 

Family Conference. Pastor Sergei asked me to preach on 

the biblical perspective of Family Planning, Family 

Conflicts and the Family in Ministry. So, on Monday we 

discussed in vitro fertilization, delaying the family for 

economic reasons, the ethics of birth control and limiting 

the size of the family. On Tuesday, we discussed resolving 

conflicts in the home. On Wednesday, we discussed how to 

prioritize family, work and ministry around God for His 

Glory. More than one church participated in these Family 

Conferences with one church coming from 50 km away. 

Several people told me afterwards how helpful these nights 

had been and how much they appreciated the well thought 

biblical out answers. 

The final stop was Portugal in the city of Porto where I 

continued the series on the Attributes of God. This trip I 

began by teaching on the Sovereignty of God which is seen in four ways: His Necessary Will, His Free Will, His Revealed 

Will and His Secretive Will. Many shared that the lessons were a breath of fresh air and Iura, my Moldovan translator, 

mentioned that several times he wanted to ‘stop translating and weep’ as He considered the privilege of being selected by 

God to understand and embrace the Gospel The church asked us to return in January and May to continue this study.  
 

On Sunday, we are always asked to preach! In Prague, Pat and I had the opportunity to preach in two different churches.  

My message was from Matthew 16:13-26 entitled From Becoming a Christian to Becoming a Disciple. That evening in 

another church I preached on The Priesthood of Believers from 1 Peter 2:5. In Borisov, I taught a morning message from 

John 17:20-23 on Jesus’ Concern for Church Unity while the evening message was from Mark 9:14-29 and on whether 

we are operating on self-confidence or divine dependence. In Porto, I taught from Mark 6:53-56 on Treasuring Jesus For 

the Right Reasons. 

 

FOR YOUR PRAYERFUL CONSIDERATION 

Thank you for your continued financial and prayer support. We do not take the Lord’s provision through you for granted! 

Please prayerfully consider partnering with me in 2016 for the following: 

 $6,000 (monthly) for EII’s (monthly) ongoing administrative costs (this is always a challenge). 

 $22,000 for my January, May, July and October ministry trips to the Russian speaking churches of Europe.  

 $20,000 to bring 20 pastors to the Shepherd’s Conference in March. Now is the time to book the least expensive 

flights and to allow the pastors to get their visas to the USA. The pastors really benefit from this conference. One 

pastoral team went back to their church and hosted their own conference on Inerrancy, the topic of the last 

Shepherds Conference. 

If you are led to give toward our needs, you may send your tax-deductible contribution to: 

Encouragement International, Inc.       

PO Box 8524     

Northridge, CA 91327 
 

Or, through PayPal at:  www.encouragementintl.com 
 

Soli Deo Gloria 

Hal 


