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It has been a VERY busy three weeks for those 
associated with Encouragement Intl., Inc. We 
began by flying briefly to Frankfurt, Germany to 
participate in a Slavic pastors’ conference and then 
returned to Los Angeles to take part in a 
Conference on Inerrancy. We are now preparing to 
participate in our third Gospel oriented, 
humanitarian relief effort to Ukraine.  
 
German Pastors Conference  

 

Pat and I departed on Monday, February 23 and 
arrived on Tuesday in Frankfurt. From there we 
drove to a Christian retreat center outside the city 
to participate in a Slavic pastors’ conference. We 
were able to interact with the Slavic pastors on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. I taught the pastors 
Wednesday evening from Joel 3:13. Since 
expositional preaching is not practiced among this 
group of pastors, many expressed their interest in 
having us come to their church to present one of 
the many seminar topics we shared with them. 
Some asked for a copy of my PowerPoint notes so 
they could use them in their ministry. As a result of 
participating in this pastors’ conference, we will be 
taking the ministry of EII into St. Petersburg, 
Russia; Naples, Italy; Manchester, England and 
into Egypt for ministry among Russian speakers. 

After our fruitful ministry In Germany, we left early 
Thursday morning for our return to the United 

States. This gave us one day to rest up for the next 
EII outreach event! 

American Pastors Conference  

We arrived home late on Thursday night and had 
one day to rest before we began our trips to the 
airport to pick up the Slavic ministers for the 
Pastors Conference in the Los Angeles area. 
Because of your support we were able to bring 19 
men to the conference and indirectly were 
responsible for an additional 3 men being able to 
attend. 

The 19 men (coming from Belarus, Ukraine, 
Lithuania, Moldova, Russia and Portugal) arrived 
over the course of three days beginning Saturday, 
February 28. There were 4 of us making airport 
runs to distribute among 6 hosting homes and 1 
hotel. It took an additional 6 drivers to transport the 
men to and from the conference each day. A 
special thanks to those of you who served the men 
(and EII) in this way! By far, this was the most men 
EII has been able to bring to this conference in the 
ten years we have been doing this (the previous 
high was 13 men)! 

 

The conference itself was centered on the theme of 
Inerrancy and its implications. Although the past 
pastors’ conferences have been scheduled over a 
three-day period, the conference this year (because 
of the importance of the topic) was scheduled over 
4 days. Additionally, the conference was preceded 
by another one-day conference aimed at 
international attendees to discuss the Implications 



 

of Inerrancy For the Global Church (EII was listed 
as an Exhibitor and Partner in Ministry with TMAI, 
the sponsor of the conference). 

 

Our 19 men benefitted from attending both 
conferences. All the men were humbled by what 
they heard and expressed a desire to return to their 
ministries with a diligence to study and proclaim 
God’s Word more faithfully to their people. Even 
more important to me was their desire to learn how 
to improve their ministry of God’s Word. This has 
been a prayer of mine for years. They were 
enthusiastic to learn that we planned to have four 
weekend conferences (the men are only available 
for weekend training sessions vs week long 
sessions) on how to exegete scripture, prepare an 
expository message and practice with critique 
preaching expositorally. What a thrill to pass on the 
tools for teaching God’s Word to these leaders in 
the church. 

Ukrainian Gospel Oriented Humanitarian Relief  

Last October, EII sponsored 4 young men from a 
Ukrainian church in Kiev to preach the Gospel and 
distribute Bibles, Gospel materials and 
humanitarian aid. On a meager budget of under 
$2,000 and at the risk of their lives they were able 
to have a very effective ministry among the 
refugees near the front lines of Ukraine’s battle of 
protection from Russia.  

While the trip was successful in ministry, one of the 
team suffered personal loss. On their return home, 

another driver hit their vehicle. The other driver was 
at fault but because the other driver “bribed” the 
witnesses, the judge last month found our man to 
be at fault. The result was a total loss of his family 
vehicle. This young man (Oles) came to the 
American pastors’ conference, and rather than 
bemoaning his loss was praising God for His care. 
He was able to replace the vehicle although he 
went from a $10,000 van to a $3,000 small car for 
his small family of three with a 2nd child expected 
later this summer. 

Our second EII sponsored trip to preach the Gospel 
and distribute Bibles, Gospel materials and 
humanitarian aid took place in mid-February with 
another of the pastors directly supported by EII on 
a budget of $4,000. This trip has led to another that 
will be taking place in a few weeks with a budget of 
$6,000 (already raised!) We rejoice in this 
opportunity to be used by God in this way for the 
glory of the Gospel. 

For Your Prayerful Consideration   

With God’s provision, through your giving our 
ministry partnership can be very productive work 
within the Slavic world.  

 I am rejoicing at God’s provision through you to 
preach on Joel 3:13 at a Slavic pastor’s 
conference in Germany last February 24. 

 I am rejoicing that because of your generosity 
EII was able to bring a record 19 men to the 
March pastor’s conference in Los Angeles.  

Please prayerfully consider partnering with me in 
2015 for the following: 

 $6,000 (monthly) for EII’s (monthly) 
administrative costs. 

 $5,500 for the May ministry trip to Slavic 
churches in Porto, Lisbon and Lagos Portugal. 

I pray the Lord will encourage you to share all of 
these opportunities with your friends and allow you 
to continue personally supporting my ministry. 

Soli Deo Gloria 

    Hal 


