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JULY MISSION TRIP 

Poland and Belarus 

The mission trips continue to be better and better. Rather than write a long evaluation of the trip, this newsletter 

will be a short summary. You will find the thoughts of Sergei (the pastor of a new church plant who invited us to do an 

ESL camp in Belarus) and Hleb Yermakou (EII’s Director of Translators) in this mailing as enclosed separate pieces for 

a more detailed account of what happened.  

POLAND 

Our trip began in Poland teaching a series on Our Victory 

In Christ to a small church recently planted in April of 

this year. The church has three core families – Pastor 

Sasha and his wife Iryna, Associate Pastor Arthur and his 

wife Natasha, and Dennis and his wife Lena (Lena is a 

professional pianist who leads in worship … these are also 

refugees from the Crimea …). Though the church is small, 

the conference attendance was augmented by many from 

the other Russian speaking Baptist church in Warsaw. 

The conference stimulated many great questions and the 

attendees commented that they now realize how to better 

battle against the flesh and the world in their walk with 

Christ.  They also requested that we return bringing my 

wife, Cecilie, in October to do a conference on raising 

children since this is a church of young, growing families.                         

BELARUS 

The primary reason for going to Belarus was to conduct an ESL camp at the request of Pastor Sergei (mentioned 

above) and to do simultaneously a camp for another Pastor Sergei  (since the newsletters are now posted on our website, I 

am reluctant to give names and locations of the men with whom we are partnering). Sergei #1 reported 60 campers. 50% 

were non-believers when they signed up to attend the camp but because some of those who registered professed 

Christ before the camp, only 35% came as non-believers. By the end of the camp, one camper (Olga) received Jesus 

as her Savior and Lord and six others expressed a deep interest to begin studying the Bible with leaders in the 

church. We also had an impact on the camp staff. Usually the staff needs to arise at 5am to clean up the camp after 

a night of partying by the campers. To their surprise each day, they found the camp had already been cleaned by 

the campers! This created an opportunity to discuss the gospel with the staff and discover their interest for follow-

up. 

While the American team was ministering 24/7 in the ESL camp, 

Hleb and I had the opportunity to divide our evenings with the 

other Pastor Sergei and his campers in another camp. The topics 

were Purity and The Biblical Perspective on LGBT. We went 

‘overtime’ on the latter topic to the concern of the pastors but 

fortunately the campers disagreed saying they felt it was not long 

enough! 

I also had the opportunity to meet with the President of the Baptist 

Union who asks me to visit him each time I come to Belarus. When 

I told him about the ESL camp he asked if he could visit and came 

immediately after our meeting. After observing the camp, he asked 
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us to bring a team next year to work with his church using the same material! So, in 2017 we will be doing two ESL 

camps – one for Pastor Sergei and another for Pastor V! 

We concluded our work in Belarus with a trip to Brest. The pastor there had heard me speak on Eastern Orthodoxy 

back in 2007 and wanted his church (planted earlier this year) to learn more about how to reach out to the Orthodox. 

It was great to see so many young people who asked loads of questions about the differences of religions in light of 

the Gospel. 

 

PAT SULLIVAN UPDATE 

Pat is preparing to take a team of men to Belarus to assist in the completion of a church building. Please be praying for them as 

they serve from August 26 to September 5. 

 

HLEB YERMAKOU UPDATE 

Please be praying for Hleb as he ministers to the Russian speakers in Albufeirra, Portugal … especially for his financial needs. 

He and his family need $3,000/month to live but he has a current support level of only $2,000/month. Hleb will be joining Pat 

and his team for ministry in Belarus from August 26 to September 5.

 
JIM LILJEGREN UPDATE 

Please be praying for Jim as he ministers to the Russian speaking men on the field he has been mentoring for years. He leaves for 

his mission trip to Moldova and Italy on August 21 and returns September 5. 

 

FOR YOUR PRAYERFUL CONSIDERATION 

 

Thank you for your continued financial and prayer support. We do not take the Lord’s provision through you for granted! 

Please prayerfully consider partnering with EII in 2016 for the following: 

 $6,000 (monthly) for EII’s (monthly) ongoing administrative costs (this is always a challenge especially in summer). 

 $7,500 for the October for Cecilie and I to minister to families in Poland and Belarus as well as for me to participate 

at a conference on The Holy Spirit.  

 $20,000 to bring 20 pastors to the Shepherd’s Conference in March 2017. Now is the time to book the least 

expensive flights and to allow the pastors to get their visas to the USA. The pastors really benefit from this 

conference. One pastoral team went back to their church and hosted their own conference on Inerrancy, the 

topic of the 2015 Shepherds Conference. Currently, we have $2,500 designated for their travel. 

 If you are led to give toward our needs, you may send your tax-deductible contribution to: 

 Encouragement International, Inc. PO Box 8524  Northridge, CA 91327   

 Or, through PayPal at:  www.encouragementintl.com,         Or, through Amazon Smile. 
 

Also, we enjoy hearing from you … do you have questions regarding our reporting of events on the field? Never hesitate 

to contact us by phone (818-772-1177) or email (encouragementinternational@gmail.com). 

Soli Deo Gloria 

Hal 
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