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BELARUS, RUSSIA & SWEDEN
This trip was filled with multiple challenges designed 
by God to develop our character! The trip began with 
multiple aircraft mechanical delays, first in Los 
Angeles, then in Newark and, finally, in Frankfurt as 
we began ministry in Belarus. When we finally 
arrived, we found we had come at the time of the 
annual hot water shutdown in both Belarus and Russia 
so we began most days with a cold shower. In 
addition, Hleb’s car broke down, leaving us without 
convenient transportation. 

This, however, did not deter us from fruitful ministry! 
We arrived on Saturday, and I preached on 
Deuteronomy 6:5 in the evening service at Bethlehem 
Church in Minsk where my good friend Viktar 
Krutsko is pastor. 

We spent the next eight days in Barysou (Borisov) at a 
church pastored by Sergei Zhukovski. Sergei asked us 
assist him in four ways: 1) introduce a men’s 
leadership training program organized by Pat 
Sullivan; 2) teach the Wednesday night Bible study; 
3) participate in the annual church camp and, 4) 
deliver God’s Word in both the morning and evening 
services. 

Pat presented a men’s leadership training program 
(aptly named The Timothy Program) that produced 
strong, godly leaders at Scottsdale Bible Church 
where it originated. The program equips men to be 
mature followers of Christ in their homes, in their 
communities and at work. The end result of his 
presentation was an interest by the church in Borisov 
to proceed with the program. 

Once we arrived, I taught from 1 John at the 
Wednesday night Bible study. This was a continuation 
of teaching from last October when I began with 1 
John 1:1-2:2, so I was optimistic that I would be able 
to teach through 2:3-17. However, after 90 minutes, I 
had completed only 2:3-5. Needless to say, we will 
continue the study of 1 John when I return this coming 
October.  

Here we are at 
camp with Pastor 
Sergei and his son. 

The next activity 
on Sergei’s agenda 
for us was teaching 
at the church camp. 
The theme of the 
camp was God’s 
Priorities for Kingdom 
Living.  

I led the teaching 
time with the topic 
of Treasuring Our Salvation using Matt 6:19-34. This 
was followed over the next two days by the music 
pastor teaching on the Priority of Worship, Pat 
teaching on the Priority of Giving, me teaching again 
on the Priority of Prayer, Pat teaching once again on 
the Priority of Serving. The camp closed with a 
message from Pastor Sergei. Very encouraging 
feedback at this family camp came from campers, 
aged 16-25. 

On Sunday, we had the privilege of gathering at the 
river for the baptism of four new believers. Besides 
the church, we had the audience of a few startled 
fishermen. Afterwards, we all made our way back to 
the church where I had the privilege of preaching 
God’s Design for Baptism and The Lord’s Table in the 
church before we celebrated the Lord’s Supper, a 
tradition practiced the first Sunday of every month. 
The church is studying the Gospel of Mark in their 
evening service so I preached on Mark 6:53-56. After 
the evening sermon, several came up to express their 
appreciation for our ministry over the past eight days. 
One man said he had been pondering the message on 
the Priority of Treasuring God’s Salvation and, as a 
result, he was reordering his life to conform to Jesus’ 
teaching
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We left Belarus and flew into St. Petersburg, Russia. It was my first time 
back into Russia in 7 years. Our purpose was to assist Pastor Sergei 
Lukyanov. I have been privileged to assist this young man in ministry 
since 2002. Sergei is planting a church in Minsk and took his church to 
St. Petersburg for a camp. The topic of the camp was Dealing with 
Conflicts, beginning with Why Conflicts Occur and How to Resolve them 
followed the next day by How to Avoid Conflicts. Our three days in St. 
Petersburg generated much discussion among Sergei’s group. 

 
 
The final leg of our two-week journey was in Sweden with Alexander Markov who 
ministers among the Russian-speakers in Stockholm. Alexander has been 
experiencing difficulties with the Swedish church hosting his ministry to Russian 
speakers. Additionally, he is having difficulty with his application for residency in 
Sweden, and he and his wife, Tanya, have just welcomed their first-born son, 
Solomon. The visit was to encourage Alex and Tanya, to assist them in planning 
future ministry as well as discussing the integration of Alex into EII’s translation 
team. Hleb Yermakou heads EII’s translation team. As a result of ministering with 
EII in Portugal, he has been asked to be the pastor of a church in Albufierra. 
Although Hleb will continue to be our lead translator, we anticipate that there will 
be occasions when his pastoral responsibilities will conflict with our ministry trips. 
Alex will be an occasional replacement for us. 

ON A PERSONAL NOTE 

Our busy summer is coming to an end. We have completed our summer ministry. Cecilie and I welcomed our 7th 
grandchild on July 9, and now we are less than a week away from our fourth (and final) Hays’ wedding. Our youngest 
son, Hunter, is marrying Sarah Pattison on August 22. We appreciate your prayers for them in their new adventure. 

FOR YOUR PRAYERFUL CONSIDERATION 

Thank you for your part in making it possible for us to go and minister God’s Word to His spiritually hungry Russian-
speaking people in Eastern and Western Europe. With God’s provision through your giving, our ministry partnership 
can be very productive work within the Slavic world. Please prayerfully consider partnering with me in 2015 for the 
following: 

• $6,000 (monthly) for EII’s (monthly) administrative costs. 

• $5,500 for my October/November trip to Minsk, Porto and Prague.  

Please rejoice with me in praise to the Lord for providing the funding that allowed the July/August ministry trip to 
Belarus, Russia and Sweden. 

I pray the Lord will encourage you to share all of these opportunities with your friends and allow you to continue 
personally supporting this ministry.  

Soli Deo Gloria 

Hal 


